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FRANCIS, BROTHER OF THE UNIVERSE
The Story Behind the Story

It was a chance comment in Tokyo, Japan, that brought about
Francis, Brother of the Universe. Marvel Comics’ representative in
Japan, Mr. Gene Pelc, was talking over coffee at the Franciscan
Chapel Center with Fr. Campion Lally, O.F.M. and Fr. Flavian Walsh,
0O.F.M. about his work with Marvel. "Why don’t you do a book on St.
Francis?' commented Fr. Campion (Franciscans go by their informal
first names). Mr. Pelc thought for a moment, then said,"Why not?"

‘A Franciscan would have to do the storyline and dialogue,” Mr.
Pelc continued, “but who?'" They looked to visiting Franciscan Fr.
Conrad Harkins, Director of the Franciscan Institute at St. Bonaven-
ture University in southwestern New York and one of the best-known
experts in America on the life of St. Francis. Fr. Conrad remarked
that what they needed was a popularizer, rather than an acade-
mician, He suggested Fr. Roy Gasnick, O.F.M., Director of the Fran-
ciscan Communications Office of New York.

Mr. Pelc wrote to Fr. Roy who, in his own words, “jumped at the
chance of doing a comicbook.” A comicbook buff (reader and trader)
as a youngster, Fr. Roy had also worked with Paramount Pictures in
publicizing Franco Zeffirelli's film about St. Francis, Brother Sun,
Sister Moon, with N B C News for their hour-long documentary in
1977, St. Francis of Assisi: A Search for the Man and His Meaning,
and with the Off-Broadway musical, Francis, in 1978.

Once the Marvel Comics executives approved the remarkable
venture—Marvel had never done a religious comicbook before—the
project was on its way. Fr. Roy did the story scenario working in
close collaboration with Marvel's Mary Jo Duffy, who, aided by Fr.
Roy, wrote the actual dialogue. Mary Jo, an editor at Marvel Comics
for nearly five years, is widely regarded as one of the best young
writers in the field. Two of Marvel's top artists were assigned for the
artwork. John Buscema, a talented penciler, perhaps best known for
his work on CONAN THE BARBARIAN and the SILVER SURFER, did
the original visual conceptions and drawings. Marie Severin, who
has done memorable work on many of Marvel’s most prominent char-
acters, including DOCTOR STRANGE, THE HULK, THE SUB-
MARINER, and most recently, THE SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN, did
the inking and coloring.

Besides Marvel's distribution system, Francis, Brother of the
Universe will have its own religious distribution through the well-
known Paulist Press.

The book is more than timely since the world will note the 800th
anniversary of St. Francis’ birth in 1982.
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An adapted by Ken Ford and Richard Duprey for the off-Broadway musical Franeis
arlginally praduced and directed by Frank A, Martin.

Praise be to You, O Lord and Father

Praise be to You and You alone

We praise you, O Lord, for all of Your creatures,
Especially Brother Sun

For Brother Sun, he is strong and bright
And he gives us light as we live each day

Praise also Sister Moon
And the sparkling stars
Which Thy Hand made

Praise Thee, O Lord, for our Brother the Wind

For weather that’s cloudy and weather that's clear
Praise Thee, O Lord, for sweet Sister Water
Helpful to all Thy children here

Praise Thee, O Lord, fcn'r our Brother Fire
Praise how he warms and lights the night

Praise Thee, O Lord, for the Earth our Mother
She who sustains us that we might

Be led to a love of all creatures great and small
As they show Thy grace

Lord, help us each to learn
Everywhere we turn
We can see Thy Face ’

Praise Thee, O Lord, for all'those who suffer
Injuries in Thy Holy Name

Blessed are they who merit to suffer

You will reward them for their pains

l Praise be to You, O Lord of all seasons
Praise be to You, O Lord, for all reasons

Glory to You, O God!
Glory to You, O God!
Glory to You, O God, and You alone!
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SAINT FRANCIS AND THE CUSTOMS OF CHRISTMAS | SOME OTHER FACTS ABOUT ST. FRANCIS AND HIS FOLLOWERS

Adthough i1 ts mor widels kaown, twi of the most popolar Chestimas radil ons More books have been written about St. Francis than about any other saint.

rigingled with Frones of Assik. b the i od GRECCHO, e commemor

The birth aof the Chieisl child by vecreating (he Satis 0 sl o O hrisimess erib
j He is the patron saint of peace, the patron saint of ecology, the patron saint of
Italy and the patron saint of animals.

His “Canticle of Brother Sun" was the first major poem written in Italian,

i Many historians trace the origins of Renaissance (hence, modern) poetry, art and
| drama back to St. Francis.

taking the oath of fealty, St. Francis became partially responsible for the downfall
of the feudal system. Serfs (semi-slaves) were freed and the number of petty wars
were reduced.

His followers were the first missionaries to reach China and the far east as well
as both North and South America. Franciscans were with Christopher Columbus

‘ By forbidding the laymen in his Third Order from bearing weapons and from
|
| on his second voyage to the New World.

|

The New World’s first printing press was set up by St. Francis' followers in
Mexico City in 1539,

Franciscans established the first college in the New World in Mexico City, 1536.

A 16w als0 Fraicis who begns
e w i~ | 38 Because the Franciscan Missions in California became the foundation for the
SN Latia masic perfomsed in 1o ' Fomn L0t [/ : growth of the state, St. Francis has been called the “first of the first
E Cehurehes, I : i Californians.”

The City of San Francisco is named after him in Spanish.

Los Angeles takes its name from the Little Portion, St. Francis' main church and
headquarters in Assisi. The full name was “Pueblo de Nuestra Senora La Reina
de Los Angeles de Portiuncula " --Town of Our Lady of the Angels of the Little
Portion.

The full name of Sante Fe, New Mexico is "'La Villa de Sante Fe de San
Francisco " -City of the holy faith of St. Francis.

Arizona's highest mountains are called the San Francisco peaks.

There is a mountain range in Missouri called the St. Francois (French) Mountains
and one of Missouri's counties is also named for St. Francls.

In Arkansas, both a river and a town bear the name St. Francis.

Besides Roman Catholic Franciscans, there are also Anglican,Episcopalian and
Lutheran Franciscans.







