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Summary Information

Repository Catholic Historical Research Center (CHRC) of the Archdiocese of

Philadelphia

Title Bishop John Neumann Beatification and Canonization

Date [bulk] Bulk, 1959-1977

Date [inclusive] 1886-1980

Extent 8.34 Linear feet ; 20 Boxes

Language English

Language of Materials note The bulk of the collection is in English with a number of items in Latin.

Abstract This collection contains material covering the cause fo rBishop John

Neumann's Beatification and Canonization.

Preferred Citation note

[Description and date of item], [Box/folder number], Bishop John Neumann Beatification and
Canonization, Catholic Historical Research Center of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.
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Biographical/Historical note

Bishop John Nepomucene Neumann was born on March 28, 1811 in Bohemia. He became Bishop of
Philadelphia in 1852 and remained so until his death in 1860. His cause for Canonization formally began
in May of 1886. He would be Beatified on October 13, 1963 and Canonized on June 19,1977.

Scope and Contents note

This collection contains material covering the Beatification and Canonization of Bishop John Neumann.
Dating from the opening of the cause in 1886 through his Canonization.

Series I contains correspondence relating to Neumann's second and third miracles, as well as plans for his
Beatification and Canonization.

Series II contains correspondence and meeting minutes realted to building a statue in honor of Neumann.

Series III contains material pertaining to the celebrations of Neumann's Beatification and Canonization, as
well as his third miracle.

Series IV contains Vatican documents and witness testimony relating to Neumann's miracles and virtues.

Servies V contains Liturgy Committee material for the Canonization.

Servies VI contains sessions on Neumann's Cause starting in 1886 as well as material on the exhuming of
his body.

Arrangement note

Accession 1990.124 was already processed, likely done by seminarians at an earlier time, which may
have resulted in a change in the original order; however, the order it was found was left largely intact.
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Administrative Information

Publication Information

Catholic Historical Research Center (CHRC) of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia  January 2020

Conditions Governing Use note

This collection is open for research use.

Custodial History note

Accession numbers: 1990.124; 1990.125; 1990.126; 1990.283; 1997.006; 2010.061

Processing Information note

A folder of Archbishop James Wood correspondence was removed from AC 2010.061 and placed with
the Wood collection.

Controlled Access Headings

Genre(s)

• Administrative reports
• Correspondence
• Minute books

Personal Name(s)

• Dougherty, Dennis, Cardinal, 1865-1951
• Ferrante, Nicholas
• Krol, John, Cardinal, 1910-1996
• Litz, Francis, 1898-1989
• McDevitt, Gerald, Bishop, 1917-1980
• Neumann, John Nepomucene, 1811-1860
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• O'Hara, John, Cardinal, 1888-1960

Subject(s)

• Catholic Church
• Catholic Church--Philadelphia (Pa.)
• Catholic Church--United States--History--19th century.
• Catholic Church--United States--History.
• Catholic Church. Archdiocese of Philadelphia (Pa.)
• Catholic Church. Archdiocese of Philadelphia (Pa.)--History--19th century.
• Catholics--Pennsylvania--Philadelphia (Pa.)
• Clergy--Pennsylvania--Philadelphia (Pa.)
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Collection Inventory

AC 1990.124 1902-1977  (Bulk, 1959-1977)

Exhuming of Neuemann's Body Photos 1 of 2 11/8/1962 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 1

Exhuming of Neuemann's Body Photos 2 of 2 11/8/1962 

  Bin Folder

Text
 1 2

Exhuming of Neuemann's Body Order 4/22/1902 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 3

Letter for Dougherty from William Lollow: Re Next Steps 3/22/1919 

  Box Folder
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Text
 1 4

Letter to Dougherty from Edward Weigel: Re Petition for Cause 3/27/1912 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 5

Letter to Dougherty: Re Compensation 5/23/1919-7/10/1919 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 6

Certificate from Sacred Congregation of Rites 8/16/1919 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 7

Letter to Dougherty from Catherine Cummiskey: Re Canonization Process 8/18/1919 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 8

Vatican Decree on the Vitrue of Neumann 12/1921 
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  Box Folder

Text
 1 9

Letter to Dougherty from Father Bader: Vatican Decree 12/14/1921 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 10

Letter to Dougherty from Lillian Ross: Re Healing by Neumann 4/12/1932 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 11

Letter to Dougherty from Als Hagan: Re Novena to Neumann 6/13/1935 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 12

Letter to Dougherty from Albert Waible: Neuman Pamphlet 6/27/1938 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 13
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Letter to Dougherty from Joseph Conway: Re Healing by Neumann 5/8/1922 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 14

Notes and Rules on Canonization 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 15

Letters: Re Fireplace where Neumann Died 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 16

Dioceses Where He Labored 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 17

Letter to Diocesan Priest from O'Hara: Re Promote Cause 2/1/1952 
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  Box Folder

Text
 1 18

Letter from O'Hara: Re Prayer Cards 4/21/1952 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 19

Sermon by Albert Waible 7/6/1952 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 20

Correspondence Between Albert Wiable and Cletus Benjamin: Re Benedication 11/1952 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 21

Sworn Statements: Re Investigating Miracle 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 22
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Letter to Pastors and Religious Superiors from O'Hara: Re Book on Neumann 1/22/1953 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 23

Correspondence between O'Hara and Henry Missig: Re Shrine and Cause 11/1953-5/1955 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 24

Correspondence Between O'Hara and Francis Litz: Re Mass 6/1956 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 25

Appointment of Francis Litz as Vice Postulator 9/1956 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 27

Correspondence between O'Hara and Francis Litz: Re Promoting Cause 10/1956-11/1957 
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  Box Folder

Text
 1 27

Petition to Pope Pius XII from US Bishops 11/13/1957 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 28

Correspondence between O'Hara and A. G. Cicugnani: Re Petition to Pope 12/1957 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 29

Letters to US Bishops: Re Petition to Pope 12/27/1957 

  Box Folder

Text
 1 30

Letters to O'Hara from Litz: Re Status of Cause 5/1958-6/1958 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 1
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Correspondence Between O'Hara and Litz: Re 40 Hours 12/1957-1/1958 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 2

Letter to Edward Heston from O'Hara: Re Status of Cause 5/14/1958 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 3

Letter to O'Hara from Litz: Re Death of Waible 8/22/1958 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 4

Correspondence: Re Appointment of Nicholas Ferrante 8/1958-9/1958 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 5

Letter from Nicholas Ferrante: Re Status of Cause 2/2/1959 
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  Box Folder

Text
 2 6

Correspondence Between O'Hara and Litz: Re Use of Drexel Trust Money 3/1959 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 7

Members of Tribunal 4/21/1959 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 8

Correspondence: Re Prayer Cards in School 8/1959 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 9

Correspondence Between O'Hara and Litz: Re Neumann Citizenship 8/1959 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 10
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Correspondence Between O'Hara and Litz: Re Petitions and Centenial Year 9/1959 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 11

Passport Requests 11/8/1959 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 12

Letter to Justin McCarthy from O'Hara: Re Interviewing Nun 11/17/1959 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 13

Letter to O'Hara from Nicholas Ferrante: Re Submission of Cause 12/14/1959 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 14

Correspondence Between O'Hara and Litz: Re Promoting Cause and St. Mary Magadeline de

Pazzi 12/1959-4/960 
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  Box Folder

Text
 2 15

Correspondence Between John Noone and Francis Novak: Re Neumann Book 8/1960 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 16

Correspondence Between Litz and Joseph McShea: Re Progress of Cause 1/1961 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 17

City of Philadelphia Proclamation of Neumann Day 3/28/1961 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 18

Letter to Diocesan Priests from Krol: Re Promoting Cause 9/2/1961 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 19
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Letter to Pastors and Principals from Edward Hughes: Re Promoting Cause 12/1961 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 20

Sacred Congregation of Rites: Vote on Miracles 7/1962 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 21

Exhuming of Neumann's body 11/1962 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 22

Letter from Krol: Re State of Beatification 1/10/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 23

Correspondence Between John Noone and Michael Curley: Neumann Appointment Bull 1/1963 
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  Box Folder

Text
 2 24

Correspondence between John Joone and Philip Hannan: Re Picture of Neumann 3/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 25

Letter to Krol from Sacred Congregation of Rites: Date of Beatification 3/27/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 26

NCW News Neumann's Citizenship 4/22/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 27

Varden Studios Painting of Neumann 4/30/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 28
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Letter from Nicholas Ferrante: Re Planning Beatification 2/5/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 29

Rescript for the Use of Mass 3/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 30

Music for Beatifcation 6/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 31

Rescript for the Use of Mass 6/1963-10/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 32

NCWS News: Krol Address 10/22/1963 
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  Box Folder

Text
 2 33

Letter to Krol from Matrin O'Connor: Re Neumann Books 12/3/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 34

Letter from Ferrante: Re Beatification and Canonization 12/12/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 35

Sacred Congregation of Rites Decree: Prayers 2/1964-6/1964 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 36

Raymond Teller Pamphlet on Neumann 5/1964 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 37
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Sacred Congregation of Rites: Rescript on Cult of Neumann 7/6/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 38

Letter to Gerald McDevitt from Litz: re Decree on Prayers 9/4/1964 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 39

Correspondence between Krol and Litz: Re Historical Plaque 12/1964 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 40

Correspondence between Krol and Ferrante: Re Status of Cause 2/1965 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 41

Letter to Krol from Litz: Re Rescript for Mass 3/1965 
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  Box Folder

Text
 2 42

Letter to Krol from Ferrante: Re Resumption of Cause 5/6/1965 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 43

Letter to Litz from Frederick McManus: Re Translation of Prayers 7/21/1965 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 44

Correspondence between Gerald McDevitt and Litz: Re Resumption of Cause 11/1966 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 45

Correspondence between Litz and Terrence Monihan: Re Beatification Anniversary Mass 1/1969 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 46
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Feast Day in U.S. Liturgical Calender 6/1971-11/1970 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 47

Correspondence between Litz and Martin Lohmuller: re New Miracles 11/1970 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 48

Correspondence: Re Status of Cause 12/1970 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 49

Constitution of the Tribunal 1/25/1971 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 50

Letter to Krol from Paolo Bertoli: Re New Miracles 2/12/1971 
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  Box Folder

Text
 2 51

Correspondence between Litz and Martin Lohmuller: Re Two Miracles 2/1971 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 52

Constitution of the Tribunal 9/29/1971 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 53

Correspondence between Krol and Ferrante: Re Status of Neumann and Drexel Causes 12/1971-1/1972 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 54

Sermon 1/11/1976 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 55
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New York Legislative Resolution of Neumann 3/23/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 56

Plans for Beatification Pligrimage 4/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 57

Invitations to Pligrimage 4/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 58

Report on Trip to Rome 4/23/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 59

Petition for Mass on the RMS Mauretania 4/1963-5/1963 
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  Box Folder

Text
 2 60

Correspondence with James Cunnigham: Re Use of Church of Santa Susanna 4/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 61

Letter to Ferrante from Gerald McDevitt: Pilgrimage Plans 4/30/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 62

Memo on Kent Lenahan Jr. inculdes original account of miracle 5/1/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 63

Pilgrimage Spiritual Directors 5/6/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 64
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Correspondence between McDevitt and Egidio Vagnazzi: Re Blessed Sacrament on RMS

Mauretania 4/1963-5/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 65

Sistine Choir at Santa Susanna 5/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 66

Letter to Krol from Sylvester Taggat: Re Pilgrimage 5/22/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 67

Correspondence between McDevitt and James Cunnigham: Reception 5/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 68

Correspondence between McDevitt and Ferrante: Planning Pilgrimage 5/1963 
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  Box Folder

Text
 2 69

Correspondence between McDevitt and Canon Marty: Re Mass at Lourdes 5/1963-6/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 70

Audience with Pope 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 71

Correspondence between McDevitt and Vatican: Sacrament of Penance 1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 72

Travel to Ecumenical Council 7/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 73
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Correspondence between McDevitt and William Slattery: Re Visit to Miraculous Medal

Shrine 4/1963-7/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 74

Letter to McDevitt from William Flynn: Re Pilgrimage for Beatification 8/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 2 75

Letter to Diocesan Priests from McDevitt: Re Travel Plans 8/21/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 1

Letter from Paul Tanner: Re Carter Flight 8/27/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 2

Letter to John Van Stone from Thomas Cook Co: Re Pilgrimage Details 8/27/1963 
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  Box Folder

Text
 3 3

Correspondence Betwen McDevitt and Walter McGarth: Re Knights of Columbus Pilgrimage

Tour 8/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 4

Correspondence Between McDevitt and Martin O'Connor: Re North American College Students 9/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 5

Mass at Saint Susanne 8/1963-9/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 6

Neumann Pilgrimage Tours 1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 7
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Pan Am Charter Contract 8/30/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 8

Audience with Pope 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 9

Lists of Expenses 10/24/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 10

Pilgrimage Itenerary 8/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 11

Pilgrimage Members and Cost with Italian Pamhlet on Neumann 
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  Box Folder

Text
 3 12

Pilgrimage Travel Info, Itineraries, and Pamphlets 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 13

Letter to O'Hara from Litz: Status of Cause 5/24/1958 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 14

Examination of Cases 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 15

Statements of Medial Experts 8/1975-7/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 16
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Conversation of Msgr. James McGarth concerning Michael Flanigan 7/29/1976 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 17

Newspaper clips on Flanigan Miracle 12/1975 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 18

Letter to Tribunal from Dr. Kahn: Re Flanigan 7/16/1971 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 19

Second Case: Healing of Michael Flanigan 1/25/1975 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 20

Letters and Testimony from Doctors: Re Flanigan 7/1963-10/1975 
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  Box Folder

Text
 3 21

Redemptorists Report on Flanigan Miracle 7/28/1970 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 22

Sacred Congregation for the Cause of Saints: Instructions 2/10/1971 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 23

Testimony and Witness List: Re Alice Pippett 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 24

Redemptorist Report on Pippett Miracle 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 25
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Witness Testimony: Re Pippett Case 4/1971-6/1971 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 26

Sacred Congregation for the Cause of Saints: Re Pippett Questions 2/10/1971 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 27

Recollection of Case of Joseph Dale 12/29/1962 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 28

Healing of Kent Lenahan 12/1958-7/1960 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 29

Case of Delbert Ballairs 10/1971 
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  Box Folder

Text
 3 30

Case of Patricia Piazza Colye 11/1952-10/1953 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 31

Case of Susan Osmola 2/1967 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 32

Sacred Congregration for the Cause of Saints: Susan Osmola Questions 7/8/1971 

  Box Folder

Text
 3 33

Decree on Neumann's Miracle 2/25/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 1
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Decree Resuming Cause 1/27/1966 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 2

Decree of Beatification 1964 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 3

Letters to Pope Paul VI from US Bishops: Re Cause for Canonization 1966 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 4

Mass Text in honor of Saint Neumann 5/26/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 5

Neumann Feast Day 1963-1964 
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  Box Folder

Text
 4 6

Painting of Neumann in Philadelphia Inquirer 7/25/1976 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 7

Neumann Canonization Office Committee Members 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 8

Canonization Events and Social Committee Meeting Agendas 2/1977-6/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 9

Bishop and Monsignors Attending Canonization 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 10
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Neumann Sculptor 1/1976-10/1976 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 11

Correspondence with Sacred Congregation for the Cause of Saints: Re Neumann Status and Eucharist

Congress 2/1976-9/1976 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 12

Correspondence between James McGarth and Judge Blatt: Re Neumann Pamphlet 3/1976-3/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 13

Relatio et Vota Congressus Peculiaris Super Miro 1976 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 14

Conpendium of the Virtues and Miracles 1976 
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  Box Folder

Text
 4 15

Beatification and Canonization Procedures 3/19/1969 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 16

Pope Pual VI Homily printed in Catholic Standard and Times 10/18/1963 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 17

Sacred Congregation for the Cause of Saints: Re Investigation into 3rd Miracle 2/1976-2/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 18

Livio Capocaccia Correspondence: Re Medical Experts on Flanigan 9/1975-9/1976 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 19
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Images and Prayer Cards: Re Neuamann's Canonization 1976 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 20

Giulio and Enrico Dante: Re Flanigan Investigation 10/1975-12/1976 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 21

Correspondence between Ferrante and James McGarth 8/1975-5/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 4 22

Joseph Kerins Correspondence 3/1976-2/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 5 1

James McGarth Correspondence 2/1975-8/1976 
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  Box Folder

Text
 5 2

Neumann Pamphlets, Bios, Homilies, and Liturgies 1963-1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 5 4

Elizabeth Ann Seton and Oliver Plunkett Canonization Pamphlet 1975 

  Box Folder

Text
 5 3

Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia Correspondence 7/1976-2/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 5 5

Wilson's Neumann Booklet Drafts 10/1976-11/1976 

  Box Folder

Text
 5 6
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Jame McGarth Correspondence: Re Canonization Planning 1/1977-7/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 5 7

Neumann and Redemptorists Printed Material 1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 5 8

Canonization Pilgrimage Pamphlets and Planning Minutes 1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 5 9

Communication Committee 2/1977-7/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 5 10

Office for Ponticial Ceremonies 1/1977-6/1977 
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  Box Folder

Text
 5 11

General Committee Meeting Minutes 1/1977-5/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 5 12

Photos of Neumann and Mass of Thanksgiving 6/19/1979 

  Box Folder

Text
 5 13

Liturgy Committee: Minutes and Correspondence 2/1977-5/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 1

Neumann Canonization Dinner 6/19/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 2
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Cardinal Krol Anniversary Dinner 6/23/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 3

Neumann Canonization Reception at US Embassy 6/21/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 4

Closing Dinner Guest List 6/26/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 5

Mayor Reception 6/21/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 6

North American College Reception 6/19/1977 
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  Box Folder

Text
 6 7

President Fanfani Lunch 6/23/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 8

Redemptorists Reception 6/20/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 9

Karl Reiss Correspondence: German Pilgrims 3/1976-6/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 10

Postcards and Pamphlets 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 11
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Newpaper Clipping: Re Cost of Canonization 4/22/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 12

Canonization Tickets 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 13

"St. John Neumann: Philadelphia's Little Bishop" Booklet 1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 14

S Giovanni Neumann Redentorista Vescovo di Filadelfia 1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 15

City of Houma, Louisiana: Neumann Proclamation 6/1977 
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  Box Folder

Text
 6 16

Archdiocesan Pilgrimage Booklet 6/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 17

Cardinal Krol Canonization Guest List 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 18

Invitation to Canonization 1/1977-6/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 19

Canonization Mass Concelebrants 12/1976-6/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 20
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Canonization and Mass of Thanksgiving 1/1976-6/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 6 21

Offertory Gifts 4/1977-5/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 7 1

Neumann Medals and Statues 1/1977 

  Box Folder

Text
 7 2

Hymns 

  Box Folder

Text
 7 3

Neumann Biographies 12/1976-4/1977 
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  Box Folder

Text
 7 4
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Super Dubio Miraculum Flanigan Ewing’s Sarcoma 
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Littarea Remissoriales S.R.C 
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